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Protecting the places you treasure. . . forever.



The  Minnesota  Land  Trust  

Mission: To protect and restore Minnesota’s most 

vital natural lands in order to provide wildlife habitat, 

clean water, outdoor experiences and scenic beauty 

for generations to come. 



DEFENDING CONSERVATION 

EASEMENTS: Stewardship – in perpetuity. 

 Baseline Documentation

 Monitoring 

 Easement Administration 

(Record-keeping)

 Relationships (Landowner 

and Community)

 Enforcement and Defense



Documentation
 Baseline reports

 Cover history of uses; 

vegetation; buildings; maps; 

photos; environmental or 

boundary issues; etc. 

 Updated Baseline Reports



Baseline Information, includes narrative, photos, etc.

 Measurements Land Cover Maps



Monitoring

 Why? 

 Meet legal and professional obligations

 Build relationships with landowners and communities

 Discover any violations

 Document condition of property over time

 Who?

 Properties monitored by staff and certified volunteers



1. Looking SW at new solar panel.

2. Looking west at neighbor encroachment.

Monitoring 

Discoveries 

and 

Documenting



Record Keeping

 Monitoring report forms

 Follow-up letters to landowners

 Baseline updates

 Approvals and interpretations

 Violations

 Keeping databases and paper files up to date

 Approving and keeping track of any habitat management plans



By Fitz 

Fitzgerald

VIOLATIONS can create a prickly situation. 



Relationship-Building
 With landowners

 Our relationship is a partnership

 A Land Trust is most successful if landowners 

voluntarily comply with easement terms

 Violations increase with 2nd and 3rd generation 

landowners – we must educate and cultivate

 With communities

 On occasion: with neighbors, family members, renters, 

farmers, the press, legislators, state and local 

governments; Homeowner Associations



Enforcement and Defense

 The ideal is prevention 

 Use individualized approach

 Work with landowner to voluntarily correct situation

 If necessary, the Land Trust has the right and obligation to 

use judicial action to enforce the terms of the easement



Enforcement Funding

 Stewardship Fund- collected at the time the conservation 

easement is signed for easement administration

 Legal Defense Fund- collected as part of the Stewardship 

Fund

 Legal Defense Insurance- available through Terrafirma RRG 

LLC



Preserving  for 

each  of   us . . . 

and  our  

children . . .

our  own  special  

sense  of   place.



Contact Information
Ann Thies

Conservation 

Stewardship Director

Minnesota Land Trust

athies@mnland.org

1-877-MLT-LAND

mailto:athies@mnland.org

